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Fly Control
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When to Expect Flies

First Frost Averages

1 July / 31 Jul
1 Aug / 31 Aug
1 Sep / 30 Sep
1 Sep / 30 Sep
30 Sep / 30 Oct
30 Sep / 30 Oct
30 Sep / 30 Oct
30 Oct / 30 Nov
30 Nov / 30 Dec

Should be fed 30 days 
before the last frost and 
30 days after the first frost.
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Why is Fly Control 
Important?

Causes animal stress
Reduces libido in bulls
Reduces rate of gain
Reduces feed efficiency
Spreads disease
Reduces milk production
Loss of PROFITS
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Economic Impact on Cattle 
Producers

HORN
FLY

$1 Billion

STABLE
FLY

$432 Million

HOUSE
FLY

Unknown

FACE
FLY

$250 Million
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Horn Fly (Haematobia	irritans)
• Small black fly; about 4mm long

• Both sexes are blood feeders
• Stay on cattle during the day and night
• Live 10‐20 days
• Adult flies take 20‐40 blood meals per day

• Infestation of 2,000 horn flies/animal (a common rate in
untreated herds) results in each animal losing 
up to a gallon of blood

• Interrupt grazing patterns 
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Economic Advantages of Horn Fly Control

500 lbs.
With Fly Control

480 lbs.
Without Fly Control

500 lbs X 100 hd = 50,000 lbs.

50,000 lbs. X $0.80/lb. = $40,000

480 lbs X 100 hd = 48,000 lbs.

48,000 lbs. X $0.80/lb. = $38,400

Can You Afford to Lose $1600 to Horn Flies?

Horn Fly Infestation Causes:

• 10‐30 lb reduction in weaning 
weights

• 10‐50 lb reduction in yearling 
weights

• Milk production can be 
reduced by as much as 20% in 
dairy cattle
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Stable Fly (Stomoxys	calcitrans)
• Will attack a wide range of host animals

• Primarily feed on the legs of animals

• Persistent feeders inflicting a painful bite that causes considerable 
irritation

• Have been shown to transmit mastitis

• Vectors for bacterial and viral infections

• Loss of blood and loss of flesh
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“As few as 4 stable flies per cow can 
reduce production by 3% per month.”

Texas A&M Extension, “Integrated Pest Management of Flies 
in Texas Dairies
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Fly Control Products Used by
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 Diflubenzuron – chitin synthesis inhibitor
 Approved for a range of daily consumptions
 Intended to control house flies, stable flies, face 

flies, and horn flies from the manure of treated 
cattle, horses, ponies, donkeys, and mules

 Chitin is a major component of the fly’s 
exoskeleton  (body wall).

 Without a functioning exoskeleton, the larvae 
die before they can become breeding adult flies

 $.04/hd/day
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• (S)‐Methoprene

• Been on the market since 1975

• Altosid® IGR disrupts the development of the fly by naturally 
mimicking the biochemicals that are responsible for insect 
development

• Only affective against Horn Flies

• $0.03‐0.05 per animal per day
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• Tetrachlorvinphos
• Effective against four breeds of flies
• Passes through digestive tract to treat the 
manure

• Larvae developing in manure are killed 

• Rabon® remains bioactive in manure up 
to 6 weeks but more commonly 3 to 4 
weeks
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Uniqueness of 4 FLY-LYX™ with ClariFly®

• One of two LMB on the market with ClariFly® 

• Permitted for use in both cattle and horses 

• A nice price‐point when compared to other mineral 
blocks on the market

• Contains ClariFly® at 0.02% ‐ kills 4 flies

• A 1,000 lb cow needs to consume 0.50 lb/hd/d

• A 1,300 lb cow needs to consume 0.65 lb/hd/d
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 At .75lb/hd/day 
of consumption 
cows are 
consuming the 
recommended 
level of about 
.001 lbs/hd/day

Will match up 
nicely with other 
Fly Control LMB 
on the market

 No Urea
 Contains Altosid®
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Sweetlix® and Johnston Seed Co. 
Have you Covered!

https://www.sweetlix.com/products/fly‐control/1093

Sweetlix® has Fly Control in every form 
of self fed supplement 

Simultaneously increase your heard 
health and nutrition in a convenient, 
cost effective way!
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